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READER 
MEE nas 

LY TBSTRE Know 18 ſome thewery 


> (©& Tims of this maſbine 
3) AER 1iContſe will Leaſe» 
4 FX = o \a* 
IJ 5 RY ans" ground of Preju- 
5% 4 aite a8ain?t it." AV in- 

\ gh > WE "ir 48507 of the Ss ervice 
mann of the Church of Eng- 


land 10: ſuch, fignifyinge nothing #Iſe bit's 
Plea for formality and:ſuperſtiiion + But I 
ſball. not much conceru' my ſelf with the 66+ 
loquies of ſuch men; ner regard the ſcorni 
of theſe vain Perſons that enquire nb Jars 
ther inta Books then thtty Titles, But fer» 
baps others. not much different fromthe, 


try" think, that to ftand ap for our Litwgy 
| ENT of | and 


To the Reader. 


aria” Church, which: ſcems ready to be dt 
wvoured by the many-headed Monſter of mul. 
tifarious Selts, a deſperate and little better 
then ridiculows- attempt 3, yet to brave and 
give check totheir confidence, in imitation 
of the courage: of that Roman, who par- 
chaſed the gronnd poſſeſſed by the Enemies 
f the CommonWealth demonſtrating there. 
1 Is anſhaken expettation for the time to 
Lorne. of mare. bappyaayes for hs Countrey, 
I. thingy bs this .undert akin? might preſage 
Lettar, 16. 0ur Mathir. the Church,, then the 
preſents tate: of things ſeem to dp, andibat 
Iynight prevent the: drooping, and diſpon- 
dency. of her Children at ſuch a time by a ve- 
jolutt defence of ber" and her way ofrorſhip, 
which. ty- the copcett of ber Enemies is not 
only:conter'iblezbut-as good as overthrown 
alrtary,;. by an impetuous Torrent of oppo- | 
ſers,.\ + By endeavenring therefure to ſhew 
that the Prafiice df eur Church, hath 4 good 
Baſs of. Reaſon '$e ſupport it.; 1.thong bt Ly 
: _ to raiſe on Tapas hir{ature 

proſperity in ther; that:might begtal to 
whether ſhe could CS Tot or 
lent 


To the Reader. 


lent Storms, with which ſhe is preſſed one. 
very.fide from « nultoplicity of Adverſaries, 
And ſince from him who mates his pri- 
wvate thowghts thus 'publick, it i5 chal 'exged 
as a debr to give ſome account of the Argu- 
ments that induced him toit, this may paſs 
for one 3. But this-js'n:t all, there were o- 
ther conſiderations that engaver me in this 
work z" Namely , obſerving the Conſtitution 
and Cuſtom of our Church; 'which appoin's 
n0 place for a Sermon i the Afternoon, 
and that ſomr kept 18the Law, 'and others 
devla'td from it,, -btg ar to think whith was 
moſt reaſonatle, and by proving the forpier 
ta be ſo, 1 thowght'T ſhould wipt off thoſe 
unjuſt imputations: dnd aſperfions thrown 
pon them that don\.” Beſides 1 rook fidtite, 
that though ſome 0dvf a well meaninig 11- 
fake, thinking that whichthey call Pronuch- 
ine, tbe only mens of Salvation; and wieſt 
acceptable Service to God, judg'd thens- 
ſelves bound 16 take all opportunities for it; 
and others 0: of worſe ends looking upon it, 
& that by which they maintain their efttem, 
INT A} amongſt 


To the Reader. 


amangft the people, and gratifie their defire 
of Gieep » 634 popular applauſe, and the 
pride they take in being Demagogues, and 
having crowds of Diſciples to flack after 
them, were logth te let. ſlip any cccafion of 
feeding thoſe dearly beloved buſts x yet there 
were athers,though ferced to comply nith the 
hamonr of the. Populuce, . and unwilling to 
diſeblige them, w incat their diſplcefore, 
1 plainly perceived. movid be gld fairly to 
be delivered from the heguy tark, under 
which they groaned 1# ſecret 4 for theſe 1 
had a Compeſsiow., and thought 1 might 
do them'4 good Office, if I could by any 
reaſons. alledged, abate the rigour of their 
Taskmaſters, and per[made them from ex-_ 
ating ſuch intollergble labonrs, or engage 
themgp ventureing upon what they cannot, 
but thigh reſt nate, had they caurage &- 
nough to bear up againſt the Clanonrs of 
MEN. 

Neither w4s I 4 little moved with the con- 
fderation of that raw,indigeſted and wapree 
futable ſiuff that « tovofren vented in Sere 


mons, 


To the Reader. 


mons,07 that few are qualified to manage that 
affatr as they ou2 ht for the Edification, and 
##firnction of the people, Theſe things made 
we think, that if a reſtraint were laid upow 
men,and they were kept within the bounds of 
theLaw,and the plain wayofCatechizing put 
in pratfice.the heerers would be moreLenefit- 
ed, and the exiravagancies of ſuch would 
be prevented, who are wont to make up what 
« wanting inthe utignt of their Diſcourſes, 
by the multitude and meaſure of them. 

Thus Reader th.u haſt a Lrief account of 
my deſign, and what moved me toit. All 
that I now crave is a candid Examination of 
what I ſay,andthen I t now the Crnſure will 
not Le very [evert or unjuſt; and if thou beeſt 
one whom my Reaſons cannot convince, 1 
hope they may (ofar prevail , that thou 
wilt not joyn with them that condemn thoſe 
. Miniſters, who exafly conform tothe Orders 
of their Superiours, as idle Shepberds, and 
careleſs of the Flock committed to their 
Charge. 


Farewel. 


- 


(1) _ 
884354068 2430288 89 


A true Notion of the Worſbip of 
God : Or a Vindication of the 
Serwice of the Church of Eng 
land. | 


D® Ince the time that the 
dZ &) fimplicicy of Chrifti- 
> 2 nity. departed from 
2 the world, men have 
So invented various ways 
<< 0! expreſſing theirde- 
votions,and Religion 
growing ar length to be more matter 
of talk then pra&ice : . Some men have 
placed the Worſhip of God chiefly in 
the diſcourſes of tings that are my 
an 


(2) 
and this conceit hath ſo far prevailed 
with them, that where theſe are nor, 
they think God not ſerved ashe ought 
tobe: -nor ſuchſervices worthy of their 
atten dance, 

The Church of Exgland, as her con- 
tirutions, are Sober and Rational, doth 
' not exclude Preaching, or deny its uſe- 
fulne(s ; yet not cnjoyning it at all pub- 
lick meetings for the Worſhip of God, 
ſuppoſes his ſervice may be truly per- 
formed without it, My deſign is there- 
fore to juſtifie herinthis, and ro Vin-+ 
dicite her Cuſtom in this particular, 
from: thoſe reprgaches which the. mi- 
ſtakts of ſome men concerning the 
Worſhip of God have caſt upon it. 

- Thar therefore the Service of the 
Church of Englazd is a trye and laudable - 
Service, and not to be lighted and a- 
bandoned by them that protefs Chriſti- 
anity,” though withonr a Sermon, 1{hall 
endeavour to-prove by theſe following 


Arguments. 
| o 1, Chriſtians 


(3) 


1, Chriſtans aſſemble to Worthip 
God, 2.i'The Worſhip of God con- 
fits principally.ia Prayer and Thankſ- 
giving, 3, Prayer and Thankſgiving 
bring much:Glory to Gad. and conſe- 
quently muſt be acceptable ſervice to 
him. - 4. 1a the ſervice of the Charch 
of Exgland, where no Sermoa is enjoyn- 
ed chere are things very material, and 
ſuch /as- ſhould deter all that profeſs 
Chiſtianicy from lighting it, and refu- 
{ing cohepreſent at it. 

1. Thegrear end of Religious Aﬀem- 
blies amongſt Chriſtians, 15s to worſhip 
God, : This'l think ſo evident, that it 
needs/ne proof, and all will I ſuppoſe 
own it: [For thoſe that place Gods ſet- 
vice principally in hearing of Sermons, 
yet in [this agree with others, thatthe 
chief. end of their coming together is to 
worſhip. 'God : And' hearkening to 
Gods Word, is 1 confeſs, an Homage 
to him, an owning his Authority, and 
our Subjection, 3 profeſſion of our rea- 

| dineſ(s 


(4) 


dineſs to obey. his Voice, and do. his 
Will, *Tis to give Teſtimony to his 
Infallibiliry, and that what comes from 
bim is worthy to be believed; and enter- 
rained by us, it is to acknowledge his 
fitneſs, to regulate us and thelike, and 
by leading an Ear co thoſe that-come in 
his name, an Honour -redounds. to 
him that ſends: them yer it ſeems 
the. meeting together of thoſe that are 
not learners, and beginners in Chriſtia- 
nity is rather to Worſhip then beinſtru- 
Red; becauſe they are ſuppoſed to have 
knowledge before, or elfe they would 
worſhip they know not what, and be 
guilty of the Athenians folly, who ere- 
Redan Altar to the unknown gad. He 
that cemes to God muſt believe that he 
is, and the Rewarder of them that ſeek 
him; that he is his Creator, and indu- 
ed with all thoſeperfeRions which make 
him a fit Obje& of Divine Worſhip, 
and thoſe that make their addreſles to 


bim through Chriſt, muſt know and be- 
| lieve 


C$) 

lieve, the Sum of the Goſpel, that his 
Chriſt is He that made Reconciliation 
betwixt God and Man, that he is the 
Mediator © of Interceſſion , the great 
High Prieſt of our Profeſſion , upon 
whoſe intereſt and account we expedt fa- 
vour and acceptance with God, 

2, The Worſhip of God doth chiefly 
conſiſt in Prayer and Thankſgivingg 
for to Worſhip God, is to make our 
application to him, upon an apprehen- 
fion and and belief of his infinite power, 
goodneſs, and wiſdom, and all the Per- 
teRtions and Excellencies in his Nature, 
which is performed by Prayer and 
Thankſgiving, as by running through 
the ſeveral parts of Prayer will ap- 
pear, 

Confeffion of fin ſuppoſeth, - and 
owneth' Gods Authority to give Law to 
us his Creatures, and to take Coguai- 
zance of, and puniſh the breach of thoſe 
Laws, ' Our asking pardon of him ſup- 
poſeth he hath power to aſſume or de- 

part 


(6) 
part from bis Tight of puniſhing, acnd 
by this we own him as the Supreme 
. Gavernout ' of , Mankind , fecking- all 
things we need, or are any, way for * 
our benefitof bim,. declares our depen- 
dance. upon -him , and that he is the 
Fountain'of all good, Ic implies our 
belief of his Omnipotency-to fupply, 
and his Infinite goodneſs that inclines 
him co beſtow what we need, and incou- ' 
rages us in our addrefles to him, 
Prayer, that hath its foundation in his 
Promiſes, ſuppoſeth his veracity, T hat 
Prayer is direRed to himinall places of 
the world, where he is owned,ſuppoſerth 
his Omniſcience and Omniprelence - 
Neither can any thing more fitly be 
called an acknowledgement of his ex- 
cellency in his Artributas, Works, No- 
ble Acts, and Mercies towards us, then 
Thankſgiving, or the Laudacory parr 
of Prayer. To bewail our faults before 
God, Deprecate his diſpleafure, Im+ 
plore his help in any thing we need, = 
| Teſti- 


2 


Teſtimonies of the greareſt Honout, aſ- 
cribed to him, and comprehend the fult 
Nature of Divine Wotſhip. | 
. - And thar this was the firſt notionof 
Divine Worſhip, which did moſt early 
enter into the thoughts of men, after 
they had the knowledge of God, ap- 
pears by what was done when Religion 
firſt began to make ſhew of it ſelf in the 
world, The firſt thing was calling up- 
oh the Name ofthe Lord, No«h buile 
an Altar, Gen, 8. 20, Upon the firſt 
appearance of God to Abraham, hepre- 
ſently built an Altar, Gez. 12. 7, Ahd 
then he is ſaid ro have call'd ypon che 
Name of the Lord. Theſe Altars were 
erected for Sacrifice , and Sacrifices 
were in order to Prayer for they are 
nothing elſe but Ritesof Supplications. 
whereby they thatcame to God, would 
by that means beſpeak his favour, 'and 
acceptance , as Mr. <Mede hath well 
ſhewn and proved by many py of 


yp: 


F 
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Scripture, 1 Sam. 7. 9, 15am, 13.12, 

Ezra6. 10. 

And theſe Sacrifices not only accom- 
panying their Confeſſions and Pectiti- 
ons z but their Hymns and Doxologies 
alſo, as appears 2 Chron. 29. 27, to 
uſher them in with more acceptance, 
and fo always preceding, or attending - 
their Prayers, ſhew that their worſhip 
conſiſted chiefly in Prayer, | 
- All the Sacrifices, Burnt-Offerings, 
Sin-Offerings, Treſpaſs Offerings, and 
Peace- Offerings under the Law, had 
joyned with them a Confeſſion of fin, 
Deprecation of Gods diſpleaſure, [m- 
ploring his Mercy, Petition for ſome- 
thing needfv], or return of Praiſe for 
ſomething received, or ( whichis a pare 
of Praiſe due to the Divine Majeſty) 
were an acknowledgment of his Domi- 
nion,or a performance of ſomething that 
might teſtifie their Honour and Reve- 
rence to him, as the whole Burnt- 
Offering. 

And 
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And it we enquire into the ſtory of 
what they did in their publick Worſhip 
amongſt the Jews, Heathens, and An- 
cient Chriſtians, we ſhall ſee that it was 
either without that which is commonly 
called Preaching ; or had not ſo-much, 
as if ic were judged the moſt neceſſa- 
ry patt of their divine ſervice, 


To begin with the Fews. | Their 
Worſhip conſiſted chiefly in Sacrifices, 
and thet they were Rites of Supplicati- 
on, and had always Prayers and Thank(- 
Sivings annexed to them, hath been al- 
ready ſhewn, 


They had their weekly Readings of 
the Law of Moſes z but that they always 
had in like manner their weekly Ser- 
mons upon ſome part of the Law of 


Moſes, we no Where find ſayes Hooker , 
Eccleſ, Pol. I, 5. 


B The 
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The Law was read, and the very 
reading of it barely (for ought we find 
by the Text) after ir had either been 
t6ft ; '6r ſomewhat neglected in Foſs as 
time did fo convince and' affect the 
people that they made a Covenant 
witEGod'to keep his Commandements, 
2 Chron. 34, 30,21. 


>*And though Zzr2 the ſcribe is ſet 
poti'a*Pulpir of Wood in the Story of 
"Nebewiah, c,8, to:open the Bobk ofthe 
Iv; knd that the Levites are ſaid to 
caifethe people tounderftand the Law, 
and to read in the Book of the Law di- 
ſtintly, and to give the ſenſe, yet I 
chink this was extraordinary, and ina 

- patricufar caſe after a great defeion of 
the people from che'Law, when they 
had fofgotcen ir, and were to be'put in 
- mind *6f 'cheir' duty. Their oldinary 


Service amongſt the Fews, beſides Sa- 
crifices, Offering of Incenſe, and Pray- | 

ers was ( tor ought thatI can yetleara ) 
odd only 
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only reading ſome Portion of the Law, 
and no conſtant Expoſition or Preach- 
ing upon it, Indeed in matter oi Con- 
croverſic or doubt, the Prieſts were to 
give Judgment, and the Law' ro be 
ſought ar their mouth: Burt I donor 
find that this was their work, to ex+ 
plain the Laws upon the dayes of their 
moſt, {glemn woxlhip, There was on 
the Sabbath day added to the juge S4- 
crificium,  aS may befeen, Nam..28. ge 
Two Lambs of the firſt year, wiihoat ſpot, 
ard two tenth Deales of Flour for as Meat» 
Offering, mineled with Oyl, and the Drink- 
Offering thereof ,. and this is ſaid, v.10, 
To be the Burnt-Offring of every Sabbath, 
beſides the continual \Burnt- Offerings 'and 
hes Drink offering. - if dilcourſing upon 
{ome part ot the Law,had been necella- 
ry to make the Worſhip of God com- 
pleat , it is not improbable, but God 
himſelf would have given ſome particu- 
lar command, concerning it, aS he did 

.B 2 in 
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in other matters, tobe performed in the 
Temple-ſervice. 


Neither may any pretend, that the 
Goſpel- worſhip ſhould excel, and have 
ſomething more then that under the 
Law, and that if there were not always 
Preaching, as part of the publick ſervice 
under the Law, yet there ought to be 
in Goſpel times, - This Exception hath 
no great force: For worſhip being an 
addreſs to the Deity in ſuch a way, as 
may teſtifie our dependance upon him, 
and reſpe& to him, the only difference 
betwixt that under the Law, and that 
under the Goſpel, is, that the fiſt was 
with more External and Cotporeal per- 
formances, the Jatter more Spiritual, 
And as their Prayers and Thank ſgivings 
under the Law, were accompanied with 
Sacrifices, to rendet them the more 
gratejulz ſo now areall the Prayers and 
Thankſgivings of the Chriſtian Church 
rendered to Godthrough the great Sa- 

crifice 
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crifice of Chriſt, and as under the Law 
God was worſhiped, both under the 
Notion of him that Created Heaven 
and Earth, and as he that brought the 
I/raelites our of the Land of Egypt, and 
yet the Worſhip was in ſubſtance the 
ſame, (o under the Goſpel God having 
Redeemed Mankind , is invocated un- 
der the Name of the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and yet the Worſhip the 
ſame, though under different forms, 
with that in the time of Moſes. 


Thus we may ſee, that the Church 
of England, when it enjoyns not a Ser- 
mon in all publick Aſſemblies z for the 
Worſhip of God doth not fail in her 
duty, ſo long as the Worſhip of God 
is in the trueſt Notion of it, which con« 
fiſts in Prayer and Thankſgiving, kept 
up, and that ſhe doth not (werve from 
the Pattern of Worſhip in Pratice a- 
mongſt the Fews, which was appointed 
by God himſelf. 
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The next enquiry is tobe made con- 
cerning the performances in uſe amung(t 
theHeathens in the worſhip of their gods, 
and by what we find practiced bv them, 
we (hall turther eſtabliſh our firſt Argu- 
ment built upon that foundation, that 


the worſhip of God chiefly conſiſts in 
Prayer. 


The Heathen, as they had by the 
light of Reafon a knowledge of the 
Exiſtence and Nature of a God, ſo muſt 
they by conſequence underſtand and 
and have ſome conceprions of Worſhip, 
and if we learn what they did in their 
Devotions, we ſhall diſcover what 


was the moſt natural Notion of Divine 
Worſhip, 


Vpan. the firſt apprehenſion of the 
being of a God, Reaſon diftates, that 
that men ſhould Gdeprecate his diſplea- 
ſure, fly ro him tor help and ſuccour in 
all cheir neceſſities by hamble ſapplica- 

; tion 
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tion, and return a thankful acknow- 
ledgment of all his benefits, and by- all 
ways and. means poſſible expreſs their 
Honour and Reverense of him, 


The Rites of offering Sacrifices very 
probably introduced from thebeginging, 
and might ariſe from the firſt conceptie 
on of a Deity, from whence men might 
conclude, that that by ſuch Offices they 
did Honour their god, when they gave 
co him thoſe things which were moſt 
dear and precious, and by that- means 
publickly demonſtrated, that God had 
a Dominion over, anda better Title to 
the things they offered, then they-them- 
ſelves had, to whoſe uſe thoſe things 
continually ſerved. | 


The great foundation of worſhiping 
the gods amongſt the Heathen, was a 
ſenſe of their dependance upon them, 
and belief afthe care they had of them, 
as may: appear by that of Tully de Nat. 


B 4 deoram 
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deorum lib, 2. where (hewing, that the 
denal of Providence took away all Piety, 
he fayes, Sautits: eſt ſcientia colendoruns 
deorums ,  . qui quamobrem colends fint 
non intellige, nulls accepto ab ijs nec ſpe- 
rato bono, where we ſee, that workip 
in the ſenſe of the Heathen, chicfly con- 
ſiſted in what was rendred to God for 
ws either received or expefted, the 

rſt of which was by praiſe and thank(- 
giving the other by prayer, 


A great part of the Worſhip 
of the Heathen ſtood in their 
Sacrifices; which were Rites that did 
precede their Prayers and Thankſgiv- 
ings to beſpeak their acceptance, as ws 
ſaid before concerning the Sacrifices 
amongſt the Fews, and may be ſhewn 
by many paſſages out of their wri- 
tings, | | 


ut totos dies precabantar, & immo- 
labant wt (#8 libert fibi ſwperſtites e fent ſu- 
perſtitio} 


(17) 
| perflitieþ ſunt apprllati, Cic, de mat, 
po lib. 2. Where we ſee how 
theſe two were joyned together, 
Prayer and Sacrifice, chelatter to make 
the firſt acceptable, 


When they were to Sail,as we have it 
in Viredl, Entid, 3, 


Placemas Ventos, & Guofia Regna Pe- 
f4mus., 

Nec longo diſtant curſs modo Jopiter 
adit $ 

Sic fatus merli'os ſuperis mattavit bs- 
mores, 

Tawrum Neptuno,T aurum tibi pulcher 
Apollo, 

- Nigram Hieml pecudem Lephiris fe- 

licibus albam. 


Dido and her Siſter going to enquire 
of the gods concerning the match with 
| ENCAS, 


Principto 
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Principis delubra adeunt pacemq:; per 
: 4} 4b 

Exquirnunt : Mattant leffas de more 
bidentes. 

Legifere Cerer1 3 Phebogs Patriq; 
Lyeo, 

Junone ante omnes cus vindta jugalia 
CWre. 


E heir Sacrifices and Oblations were 
fach as had Relation to Prayer or 
Thankſgivings. 


Their Axathemata or Denaria were 
certain remembrances withThankfulneſs 
of the dangers; ſo their w#lites emeriti 
hung up their Arms, and they that had 
eſcaped Shipwracks, deſcribed in Tables 
their paſt hazards, and hung them upin 
the Temples of their gods, 


Fuftin in the 24th, Book of his Hi- 
ſtory ſpeaking of the Temple of A4polls 
at Delphos, ſayes, 7Aulti ibi & opulenta 

Regnm 
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Regum & populoram wviſuntur muner as 
q:4q; magnificentia ſui reddentium wota 
gratam woluntatem, & deorum reſponſa 
maniſeftant, By which it appears, that 
they were wont to return ſomething to 
the gols for the granting of their de- 
fires, and to make vows when they 
made their Prayers, that ſuch things 
ſhould be offered ro them, if they did 
obtain what they requeſted, So HeFor, 
in Homer, deſiring to kill 4jax, makes 
a vow, That if he did, he would bring 
his Arms to Troy, and kang them up in 
Apollos Temple z and this was of affini- 
ty to their offering Sacrifices, when they 
madeany Prayers for any thing, for both 
had the ſame defign, namely to engage 
and beſpeak the {avour of their gods, 


Whence perhaps Ya comes to ſig- 
nifie Prayers among the Latins ; becauſe 
they had annexed to them ſomething 
' that they did, djs vovere, 


And 
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And that they chought their gifts a 
kind of engagement to their gods todo 
them good, appears by that in Mart. 

. I, 10, Epigram 28. ſpeaking to Fanuse. 


At tw Sante Pater tanto pro munere 
gratue, 
Ferrea perpeina clauſtratuere era, , 


And that they appeared not before 
their gods empty, is plain by that of the 
Poet, Syl, tal, 


Cauſas cire futures, 
Ante diem belliqy vices noviſce petebat, 
Exin clavigert veneratus numinis ar as. 
Captivs Onerat donis, 


Hanzibal, before he ſends to the Ora- 
cle to enquire what ſucceſs he ſhould 
have, beſtowsas an Oblation upon Her- 
cules part of the prey which he had ta- 
ken: So Fonen, Sat, 6. v,3834, 


Cun 
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Cum farre & Vino veſlam Fanumigy 
rogahat. 

Magnet Geni cape Thura libens, v0tiſq; 
faveto, Tibul, 


I might heap up many more inſtances 
of this nature, to prove that what they 
offered to their gods, were but fo many 
Rites of Prayer and Thankſgiving, and 
_ Divine Worſhip confiſted in 
theſe, 


Th:re was one way of approaching ro 
their gods beſides, viz. Confulting 
their Oracles, which were as the word 
of their gods bur this was but ſeldom, 
and upon particular occafions ; nor was 
it any part of their conſtant Worſhip to 
attend them, and when-they did go to 
enquireof them, it wasa Prayer or Sup- 
plication to the gods to be heard in 
what they asked , direRed in doubtful 
matters to know what was contingent, 
whether ſuch and ſuch undertakings 

ſhould 
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ſhould be proſperous or not > By all 
which they acknowledg the Power, 
Wiſdom, and Goodnels ot the Dicty, 
That he bad a diſpoſal of Events, Wit- 
dom to- forknow the Iſſue of things, 
and Ability to judge what was fitteſt 
£0 be'done, and Goodneſs to order 
whit was beſt for his Votaries, And 
to-fach kind of venerable apprehenſions 
of-their gods is to be reter'd; their re- 
faſal to undertake any thing; it by their 
Auguty, or by any thing ſeen in the 
Earrails of Beaſts, or by any Prodigics 
or Signs -they found out thay the gods 
did nor approve it, | 


The ſum of all Accounts to thus 
much, char the deſigns of the. .Religi- 
ous Rites. amongit the Heathen, . were 
to deprecate and appeaſe the diſpleaſure 
of their gods, to entreac then to be fa- 
vourable and: propitious .and-. beſtow 
what they wanted , and to teſtifie their 
acknowledgment of their ſovereignty, 


and to make thankful 1teturns for what 
they 
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they had received, all which ate com- 


prehended in the true notion of Prayer 
and Thankfgiving. 


Although it may be chought need- 
leſs ro make turther proots of that 
which is foevidens, yet I will add one 
conſideration more to firengthen this 
Afertion that Divine Worfhip chiefly 
conſiſts in Prayer, Which is this, _ . 


An Oath taken upon wefghty Occa- 
fions, is by all Divines reckoned as a 
piece: of Religious Worſhip, and that 
with good Reaſon, becauſe God in- 
joyn'dit as that which brings Hogour to 
to his Name, Dent, 6, 13. 7 hou. ſhalt 
fear the Lord thy God, and ſerve him, and 
ſbatl ſwear by his Name, Now an Oath 
is therefore a piece of Divine Worſhip, 
becauſe it is an Tavocation of God, a 
Prayer to him to be either Teſts, or 
Vindex, a Witneſs, or Judge of the 
Truth or Faſhood, of him that ſwear- 
eth : "Tis to aſcribe the Honour of Omni- 


ſcience 
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ſcience and Omnipotency to God, Tett, 
Apologet, C. 32. ſays, that to Swear by 
the Genii, was to confer Divinity upon 
them, and honour their gods, (aterum 
genios adjurare conſuevimus ut illa de ho- 
minibus Exigamus non dejerare ut iis 
bonorem Divinitatis conferamus., 


| For the Practice of the Ancienc 
Church in their Religious Aſſemblies, 
to trace the Footſteps of it is a work of 
great difficulty, and to undertake to do 
it fully, will require more time then is 
convenient for this {mall Treatiſe, Yet 
thus much we ſhall aflert, chat the An- 
cient Chriſtians thought the greac 
Chriſtian Sacrifice, to be the whole (a- 
cred AQtion or ſolemn Service of the 
Church Aflembled, as Mr. «Mede in 
his Tra# on Mal, 1. 11, Call'd The 
Chriftians Sacrifice affirms ; and which 
he defines to be an Oblation of Thank(- 
eiving and Prayer to God the Father, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, and his Sacrifice 
commemorated in the Creatures of 
| Bread 
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Bread and Wine wherewith God had 
been firſt Agnized. And this the Fa- 
chers thoughe a fulfilling of that Pro» 
pheſie, Mal. 1. 11, For fromthe Riſing 
of the Sun wnts the going Down thereof, 
my Name ſhall be great among the Gentiles, 
and in cvery place Incenſe ſhall be offered 
urto my Name, and a pure Offering, And 
they call d the Offering ot Prayer and 
Thankſgiving through Chriſt a Sacri- 
fice, of which Mr, Mede makes many 
Proofs out of their Writings: To 
which I could add more of my own 
Obſervation, 


From this Notion ſo clear in the Fa- 
thers, I conclude ; That as Sacrifices, 
Prayers, and Thank(givings amongſt 
the Jews, and Heathens, made up the 
cntire Notion of Divine Worſhip, So 
alſo the Goſpel Sacrifices of Prayer and 
Thankſgiving, was in the ſenſe of the 
Fathers, compleatly the Worſhip of 
God, and though they had Diſcourſes + 
upon the Word of God ſometimes, 

C yet 
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yet the Service was in their judgment, 
the true Worſhip of God withour it, 


Some few Diſcoveries of what they 
did in their Publick Aſſemblies, may 
be made and colleed from ſome Pal- 
ſages in Ancient Writers, 


Ignat. Ep. ad Magneſios, Tlay]ts em To duo 4v 
Th Tmpoouxn pa ovhy 93s wie Seu01; Vow xomwi 
bis ves wie fares fy f yarn. 


Ig. Ep. ad Epheſios, Om d(4)s uv} avxviltpoy 
ovrigx «wt bs wyagriay fes, x Sdfar rey Þ 
euvrtxas om To dur yirsds xaleigirrar ai 
Surduus Ts caters, Oc. © op iuttigan Gu0- 
yer. £} avupuves Gifts avi wy torr oatheor 
Here we ſee that they chiefly are ex- 
horted by Jgnativs, to meet for Prayer 
and Thankſgiving, and a declaration 
of thetr-Ulnion, in the Profeſſion of the 
fame Faith (which no doubt was a part 
of their Service as it is of ours) which 
I underſtand by the is »35, and wie inns 


m the fitſt peflage quoted, and — 
an 
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and Cvugeyes #ic:s in the latter, 

Fuftin Martyr , in his Collig, cart 
Tryph, lays: Kay 75 Te #Alu aryouty nuige 
way Toy Were Tots Hayy pwirbyroy ovfiaucy 
yinTa! x, Th evopriuortra mh Anriany, Oc 
wrayoooueret, He tells us, that every 
Sunday there were Meetings of them 
that dwelc in Cities'and Countries in 
one place, and chat they had the Wri- 
tings of the oor eras Apoſtles read, _ 
and thea ſome Exhortations after, and 
InſtruQions from what wis read, and 
Prayers being ended. they diſftribured 
Bread and Wine, Where we ſee that 
Prayers and Adminiſtrations of rhe Sa+ 
crament, which amongſt the Fathers 
is call'd a Sacrifice, was the -u_ Bufi- 
neſs of their Service z and if any argue 
frory the InſtruQions and Exhortations 
tmeriti6oned, a neceſſity of a Sermon he 
muſt alſo from thence conclude then in 
our Chriſtian Aſſemblies, we ought al- 
ways to have the Sacrainent of the 


Lords Sopper: | 
C 2 Tert, 


(29) 

Tert, Apolog. adv. gentes c, 38. 
Corpus ſuns de Conſcientia Religionis, 
& . Diſcipline unitate &. ſpei tedere, 
Coimss in caturm & Coneregationem ut ad 
deum quaſimanu falta precationibus ambi- 
amus orantes, Hee wis Deo grata Oramns 
pro Imper atoribus pro Miniſtris eorum et 
poteſtatibus proſtats [eculi pro rerum quit- 
re, pro mora finis, Cogimur ad Divinarum 
literar um commemorationem ſi quid pre- 
ſentium temporum qualitas pr amonere c0- 
Lit aut recognoſcere certe fidem ſanftis vo» 
cibus paſcimss, &c, Prayers and Read- 


ing the Scriptures, you ſee, werea great 
part of the Service, 


Orig, 1. 8, againſt Celſ, To the Ac- 
cuſation, of the Heathens, that Chri- 
ſtians did not Worſhip the MinKers of 
God, that is, thoſe Angels which they 
Workſhipped, ſays: Ave Thy ire Yer, x; 
wa Hor guTv x) ADyov x) $:xbrg Tais Kart To 
dvreThy nu ixtober; 3; abawwerr: 0ibouey mgo- 
5&yov Te57w iv Tor 3auy Ta; wy ds din Tv (40- 
yoeres avTy w TgaTor Teo Phpopury MuTE;, ofFiay- 


Tts- 
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' 545 «urls mTrTa)2)Mlv ws apyitgin 5 yas & 
Quoiag x SvTiUZeis Vuoy Ty Om wc91 ih, 
By which he ſhews what Notion of 
Chriſtian Worſhip he had, namely, that 
it confiſted in Prayer and Thankſgiving, 
that is, ſuch Sacrifices as became the 
Goſpel, offered ro. God the Father 
through Jeſus Chriſt, 


Hippolitss, cited by Mr, Mede in his 
proof of the Antiquiry of Churches : 
In his Book De conſummation: Mnndi [cu 
de Antichriſto, In his deſcription of 
the Perſecutiofi z ſays, S4cre Ecclefia- 
rum 4des juitar pomorum cuſtodie erunt 
pretioſumque corpus & ſanguis in dicbus 
illis non extabit Liturgia Extinguetar, 
Pſalmorum decantatis ceſſabit Seriptura- 
rum recAatio non audictur. By what Irre- 
ligion he thought then would Reign,we 
may gueſs what was practiſed 1n their 
Aflemblies, viz. Adminiſtration of 
the Sacrament of Chriſts Body and 
Blood, finging of the Pſalms, rehear- 
ſal of the Scripturesz this Author 2&1- 

C3 riſh'a 
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riſh'd between the 20 and 3o years of 
the third Ceatury, Plix. in his Epiſt, 
Lib, 10. Ep, 97. deſcribing the Chri- 
ſtians, and telling what they did ſay 
tO Trajan. Affirmabant hanc fuiſſe ſum- 
mam vel culpe ſuevyel erroris quod efſent 
ſolitiftato die ante lucem convenire car- 
wengse Chriſto quaſi Deo dicere ſecum in- 
wvicem [eque Sacraments non in ſcelus alt- 
quod obftringere, (ed ne furta ne latrocinia 
ue adulteria committerent ze fidem fallee 
rent, &c. Quibus perattis morem fibe 
diſcedendi faiſſe, &c, They met to 
fing Praiſes ro Chriſt, and by a Sacra- 
ment did oblige themſelves againſt 
wickedneſs,by which muſt beeither un- 
derſtood the Sacrament of Chriſts Body 
and Blood, which being a Federal Bag- 
quet they did by it bind themſelves to 
the Belief and PraRtice of what was 
contained in the Goſpels and among 
thereſt that they ſhould not Steal, &c, 
Or elle by Sacramentsw, the Latin 
word for an Oath is meant the Repeat- 
ing and Owning the Chriſtian Faith 
_ cantained 
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contained in the Creed , which was 
call'd Chriftiani Dogmatis Sacramentuw. 
If che Antient Chriſtiaas had made 
their publick Service, - chiefly to con- 
{iſt in long Preachments, thole of old 
who obſerv'd what they did (as Pliny 
doth in this Epiſtle) could not bur 
have taken notice of it, 


If our Aſſembling in Publick were 
only to Pray and Praiſe God, what Ser- 
vice can be more Divine and Angeli- 
cal? Tobegin with che firſt, which is 
Prayer: 


Prayer brings the Honour to God in 
the acknowledgment of his Attributes, 
as I have already ſhewn, It ſpeaks 
our acknowledgment of his Power and 
Authority of our dependence of his 
All-ſufficiency , of his infinice Good- 
neſs, which makes us with ſo much 
Confidence and ExpeRation , addreſs 
our ſelves ro him, What can be a 
more pleaſing Service then that which 

C 4 aſcribes 
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aſcribes ſo much Glory to him. 


What can be more acceptable then 
the ardent deſires of good Souls to be 
made partakers of his Divine Nature, 
and according to that ſaying , Keligis 
eſt imitari quem colis : It is the greateſt 
ſign of Religion tro imitate the God we 
worſhip, ic demonſtrates the greateſt 
Veneration for God in thoſe that are 
earneſt Solicitours at his Throne, that 
they may in the renewing of their minds 
be Transformed into his Image and 
Likenels, 


And whatcan more Exalt God, then 
to wait and pray for the Influences of 
his Spirit to work in us what ever is 
moſt conformable to his Will, without 
which all the Teachings of mea are in- 
effectual, and the Word it ſelf bur a 
dead Letter; and if God doth all in 
us, and for us (inthe ſenſe that ſome 
who are the great advancers of the 
Preaching Service, imagine) they - 
a 
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\ allthe men in the World ſhonld think 


their moſt neceſſary duty, is to call for 
that by which they (hall be icrefiſtably 
carried to the performance of all chat 
is required of them. 


And if weare to make our Applica- 
tions to God in Prayer, according as we 
are taughe in his Word, drawing from 
thence the rules & matter of ourPrayets, 
then certainly one great end of. Teach- 
ing 5 muſt be co dire us hOw, and what 
to pray for. Whoever they are there- 
fore that flighe Prayers as inconſidera- 
ble Service to God, do nor righely un- 
Cerſtand what brings gre2t Glory to 
him, and by conſequence muſt be grate- 
ful rohimz nor what is one main end 
of Preaching. 


But that this Prayer for the Publick 
Worſhip of God, ſhould be in a pre- 
ſcribed lorm, built upon the moſt ge- 
nerally received Maxims of our Reli- 
gion, that it ſhonld be plain, and unaf- 

teted, 
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ſeed, ſuited to all Capacities , that 
ſoall may more readily joyn in ir, and 
conſent to it, is moſt reaſonables and 
that eo prevent Schiſms and Diviſions, 
. and the contempt of Gods Worſhip 
forif it be left free and unconfined, as 
ſome would have ir, what ſtrange and 
indigeſted ſtvff it may produce, and 
thereby render Gods Service ridiculous, 
experience hath coo plainly taught us. 


2, If our meeting together be to 
Praiſe God, that Service is Heavenly, 
and therefore not tobe negleRed. 


__ Praiſe and Thankſgiving of all 0- 
ther Services muſt needs be Divine, it 
i$ that which is the Imploymeat of ble. 
ſed Saints and Angels in Heaven, who 
are perpetually caſting their Crowns 
at the fezt of God, and aſcribing Glory 
to him, Tt is that which is reſerved 
for the ſtate of our greateſt PerfeRion, 
and therefore we may eonclude its Ex+ 
cellency from the ſame Argument, _ 

the 
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the Apoſtle doth that of Charity, be» 
cauſe whea all oth«r Services ceaſe, this 
ſhell abide to Eternity z and therefore 
can be no way interiour,or unworthy of 
the attendance of the moſt accompli- 


ſhed Chriſtians, 


W hae can more quicken our Vene- 
ration of the Divine Majeſty, then to 
reckon up the Tranſcendent Excellen- 
cigs of bis Nature, What will make 

us fall before him witha juſt Reverence, 
more then to recount his Infinite Po- 
wer? And that this may not degenerate 
iaro a (yperſtitious tear, to ſpeak alſa of 
his infinite Goagnels, by which, and his 
Wiſdom, the exerciſe of his Power 
is always bounded, and cheſe confide- 
ration$ will render God lovely to us. 
And what ever Pcrfectian of God, is by 
ſounding forth of his Praiſes ſer before 
us, inflames our love to him, and kin- 
_dles inus ardent defires of being united 
-ro him, and of being made partakers of 
his Likegels, to our utmoſt equity, 

whic 


zE3.- -- 
which is the top of the PerfeRion and 
happineſs which we can arrive to, ei- 
ther in this World, or the World to 
COMme, 


ation and/Providence, to mention the 
| Wifdorh, Mercy, Juſtice, Trurh, in 
which they are all donez to rell all 
the wonders of his Power in Ma- 
king, Preſerving, and Governing the 
VVorld, and all Creatures, the admi- 
rable Contrivance of mans Redempti- 
on, &c. and all the particular As of 
Mercy and Goodneſs towards the Chil- 
drenof Men, ſuited to which, the Book 
of” Pſalms (which bears a conſtant part 
in our Service) affordsplenty of Mat- 
ter' and Expreſſions : VVhat can be 
more for the Honour of God, or more 
Angelical then this ? 


To v2 the works of Gods Cre- 


VVhea we aſcribe the glory of Gods 
Attributes to him, we by that means 
make good Impreſſions upon our own 

"11NCs. 
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minds, ' eAs when we praiſe kim for his 
Omnipotency, this mak«s us believe 
the certainty of what he promiſes, and 
of what he threatens z this makes us 
implore his help for all good, and far 
the keeping off, removing, and miti- 
gearing all evil. This makes us fear 
him that hath ſuch abſslute and uncon+ 
trollable Power, This makes us love 
him upon whom we depend for, and 
hath power of beſtowing all manner of 
good, His Omnipreſence acknowledg- 
ed, begets inus a continualawe of him 
in all places , withdraws from all fin, 
which muſt be always in his fight, 'and 
makes us flie to him as one that js al- 
waysat hand to helpus. His Eternity 
makes us the more ready to believe 
him capable of promiſing Eternal life, 
and threatning everlaſting dearth, and 
are a foundation of the ExpeQation of 
che one, and fear of the other , and 
conſequently are the ſtrongeſt Motiyes 
to. promore good, 'and reſt:ain evil. 
His 'Omaiſciencie,by which he ſearches 

the 
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the hearts, and knows our thotghrs, | 
tnderſtands what we do, whether we | 
are fincere, whether we do perform | 
what he hath enjovned, and keep his / 
Laws, urge us to fincerity and perfeR 
obedience, His infinite Juſtice make 
Acquieſe inall that he does, experience 
of Mercy make us depend upon him 
for-the fnture : Famous preſervations | 
of his Church, and deſtruQion ot the 
Wicked, demonſtrate his Exiſtence ; 
ahimare the good, and ſtrengthen chem 
in his ways and conſtancy to him, Thus 
rhe Contemplation of the Excellencies 
of God z- and to repeat what is matter 
of ottr Praiſcs, in any reſpe& may have 
4 great influence to Excite chat which is 


pood in us, 


; If therefore in our Publick Aﬀern- 
blies we ſtand up to Bleſs and Magnifie 
the Lotd, and repeat part of chole D:- 
vine Raptures contained in David? , 
Plalens ficeed for that purpoſe, 1] khow 


not what Service can be more C#leftial, 
. ie 


* » 


(39) 


it is for us whilſt we are here below to 


joyn in Conſort with that heavenly 
Quire of Angels and Saints, that con- 


tinvally ſound forth the high Praiſes of 
God, 


4. There is further to be confidered 
in the Service of the Church of Exg- 
land, where no Sermon is injoyned, 
there are things very material, and ſuch 
as ſhould oblige- all Chriſtians not to 
light ir, butbe preſeac at ic, 


1. There is always in our Church 
Miniſterial 4bſolution, which certairt- 
ly deſerves our attendance, and this be- 
ing performed by a Perſon authorized 
thereunto, is the Publicatioa of the 
Goſpel, and a Declaratioa of the glad 
tidings of Peace, Do we think it our 
duty to Pray continually (as our Sayi- 
our hath raughr us) for forgiveneſs of 
ſins, and ſhall we not gladly and thank- 
fully receive Gods up pronounced 
by the mouth of his Meſſengers 


Shall 
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Shall men by their negle& deprive 
themſelves of that Cenſolation, and 
rejet that Salve for their wounded 
Conſciences which they in Gods Name :; 
offer, and have only power to Admini- | 
ſter, which muſt be granted, if we do | 
not make their Office a meer Nullity | 
and a non-fignificant thing, | 


Andif their Abſolution be only De- | 
clarative, yet they are by God conſti- 
ruted for this purpoſe, and ſo they only | 
have authority to declare this Grace for 
the full ſatistation of mens minds, 


Thus ran the Commiſſion of the firſt 
Preachers of the Goſpel , that they - 
ſhould Preach Remiſſion of fins, in the | 
Name of Chriſt, And they that do 
not-with humble acknowledgment re- | 
ceive it from them, may be reckoned 
among them that deſpiſe the Mercy of 
God and rejeR the Goſpel, 


Andif Gods Miniſters have only a 
| power 
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power cf denouncing the fins of men 
to be Remitted upon their Confeſſion, 
and Profeſſion of Repentance, yet ſure 
this was not given to them to no'pur- | 
poſe, but that men ſhould as often as they 
conveniently may, receive the benefit 
of it, - Andit any think the Conſolati- 
ons they Adminiſter trom.Gods Word, 
are to be: thankfully entertained; why 
not thoſe "thar they do in Gods Name 
by virtue of their. Office, declare to the 
people., And that' God hath Inveſted 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel with ſuch 
a power, ſeems plainly intimated by 
thoſe places, Mat. 16.19. And 1 will 
give unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven,. and whatſoever thou [halt bind 
on Earth ſhall be bound in Heaven," and 
whatſoever thon ſhalt looſe on Earth, ſhall 
be laoſed in Beaven. John 20,2 3. Who- 
ſoever ſins ye remit,” they are remitted to 
thent, and whoſoever fins ye retain, they 
are retained, It Chriſt gave no-parti- 
cular Commiſhon by theſe words to his 
Miniſters , nor a kind of Power. and 

D Com- 
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Commandment to declareitz theſe 
words ſeem to be to no purpoſes for the 
pardon of all penitent ſinners, was de- 
clared to be his will in the Goſpel which 
they were io Preach, ſufficiently with- 
one this, 

How. much Conſolation flows from 
this Miniſterial Abſfolution, Galvis, 
an Author in great eſteem with thoſe 
that moſt of all flight our Miniſterial 
Abſolution, ſhews when he fays in his 
Ioſtiezurion, Z. 3.C. 4.5, 14, that the 
power of the Keys, then hath its place 
and uſetulneſs : Zuum ſolemni recogni- 
tiene witiorum [worum Veniam deprecatur 
tots Erclefis: Where the whole Church 
makes 2 ſolemn confeſſion of fins, and 
asks the pardon from God, and then a 
lictle after in che ſame Paragraph z He 
lays, it is not Yulgare ac levi ſolatium 
habere illic preſemem Chriſti legatum re- 
conciliationis mandato preditums a qu0 dc- 
nuntiari: fibi abſolutiovem audiat. That 
It is no ſmall comfort to have the Em- 
bafladour of Chriſt there preſear, in- 


dued 
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daed with a power of Reconciliation, 
from whom the Church may hear Ab-+ 
ſolution pronunced, . | 
The ſame Author acknowledges the 
benefic -of private A4bſolution, in caſe 
of diſtreſs of mind, in the ſame Chap- 
ter and -Paragraph of his Iaſtitucions: 
Alittle after where he hath theſe watds, 
Nec minoris e/ficati« aut fruttss eft pri- 
wvata Abſolst:0 ubi ab iis Petiter qut fingu* 
lari remeaie ad infirmitatem [uem ſuble« 
vandam opus habext. Nor, ſays he, is 
Private Abſolution of leſs uſe, when 
it is defired by thoſe who have need of 
a particujar remedy; and after ſays; 
that the Mind is unquiet; notwithſtand- 
ing the general Promiſes, till he-char's 
diſturbed in his mind Tomes to his P4- 
ſour and opens his wound to him, and 
hears that of the Goſpel particularly 
dire&ed to him, Aat, 9.2, Syn be of 
good chear ; thy ſins are forgiven thee, 
Then he ſays, He is delivered from that 
fearand uncertainty, with which before 
he was diſquieted. From hence I ga- 
Da ther; 
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ther; that if in ſuch caſes that when 
meti-unboſome themſelves to their Mi- 
niſters, they are authorized, and ficteſt 
co-/adfyiniſter - Conſolation : Vhy is 
not the Abſolution which they give up- 
on a general Confeſſion, ' to be diligent- 
ly-and thankfully received ? And: con- 
ſequently, why ſhould not all: thar 
would\promote their own Intereſt, af- 
ford+ their arrendance-upon the» Service 
of our Church, where it is always pra- 
Riled: - $ | 

'-2; In the Service of our Church, 
there -is* always ' the Scripture, read 
which is' more properly the-Word of 
God; then a Sermon upon- it may be. 
Allthe diſcourſes of men not ground» 
ed upon the Word, are the products of 
their own Vit-and Fanciez it is only 
what we have inthe Word wricten that 
was'divine]y Inſpired, and delivered to 
Prophets and Apoſtles, and from them 
conveyed down-to us, 'and therefore 
what ever may- challenge our belief, is 
whar is-there plainly written: , - by 
JET n CIEar. | 
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cleir conſequence may-be drawn from 
thence. And all met cake upon them 
to judge ' whecher-the | Sermons they 
hear be conformable 'ro this rule, or'no, 
and accordingly reje&-or receive what 
they are taught by them z' whichiis an 
argument: that they think - the Word 
written/to be more truly the 'Word*of 
God, then the YVord preached!;''''-/ 

Preaching is nothing elſe but: Pab- 
liſhing, Declaring, or Prononneing what 
is faid-to be Preached , and therefore 
the V Vord read, declaring the will'of 
God , may nor' unjuſtly ' be 'termed 
Preaching, and they: that injoy thisare 
not deſtitute of. rhe” means of Salvati- 
onz nor have they reaſon to complain 
as-iÞ their Souls: were ſtarved, and the 
Bread of Life were not fet betore them. 
- \ And that Reading is Preaching, is 
intimated; A515, 21. For Mofes of 
.old time :ihath in every ' City chem'thac 
Preach him, being Read in the Syna- 
gogues every Sabbath day, 

And certainly the Apoſtles Preached 

, i OS as 
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as well when they wrote, as when they 
ſpake the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

The Word of God outwardly Ad- 
miniſtred by the inward concurrence and 
Co-operation of the Spirir, becomes 
effeual co the Converſion, Edificati- 
on, and Salvation of men ; this all ac- 
knowledg, but the Word is outwardly 
Adminiſtred as well by Reading, as by 
Teaching , and this way hath been ef- 
feRual in ſome, and may be in others; 
and the reaſon why not ſo ordinarily, is 
the careleſneſs of men or ſome other 
cauſe, not from the thing it ſelf, 

And God working upon men by 
ways moſt ſutable to their own Nature, 
there are no more plain nor powerful 
Motives for the Conviction and Con- 
verſion of men, then what the Scrip- 
ture hathin ir ſelf diſcovered, andthat 
ſo clearly as they may be underſtood 
without an Interpreter. And-if the 
Scripture it ſelf be a perfe& and plain 
Rule of Faith and Manners, which i, 
a Truth by all Proteſtants nn” 1 

E 


I 
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ed, then there is no Article of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, nor no Duty required as ne- 
ceflary to Salvation, but may be made 
_—_ to =_ by the Word Read: To 
this purpoſe St, Chryſoſtoms, having ur- 
ged the Reading of the Scriptures, and 
preventing that ObjeRion : What if 
we underltand not the things we Read 
there? Says to thiseffet : Thatthings 
were" plain enough there, and that the 
Books were Compoſed by NIllicerate 
Perſons, So that the moſt Unlearned 
might nox excuſe himſelf on this ac- 
count, and that the VVriters of thoſe 
Books contrary to the gueſs of the Phi- 
loſophers, did Explain their Notionsas 
became the common Teachers of the 
World, So that every manof himſelt 
by Reading only, may underſtand the 
things that are (aid in them, . How, 3. 
de Luz, Tom, 5. p. 244, , 

Joha 20, zr, Theſe things are written 
that ye might believe that Feſus is the Son 
of God, and that believing ye might have 
life throweh his Name, If Faith, and 

D 4 Life 
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Life eternal up6n it, were the end why 
the Wonders that Chriſt did were writ- 
ten, then ſurely being written, they 
are ſufhcient to accompliſh chat end, 
elſe they were written to no purpoſe, 
This Text ſpeaks of the force of the 
Miracles themſelves, to convince 
men, to beget Faith in them, and bring 
them to Eternal life ; now it is no way 
material how theſe means of thoſe ends 


are 'mate known to us, whether by 


Writingor Speaking, for theſe are 
but ſeveral ways by which we are made 
acquainted with things, If therefore 
the Word written, as well as Spoken 
or Preached, may :convey ſuch know- 
ledg to our minds as may bring us to 
Faith, then the Word written and 
read, as well as the Word preached, iS 

a means of. Salvation, | 
Nay, I think I may ſafely ſay it isa 
more likely and effe&tual means of Sal- 
vation, for what we hear from the word 
Read, is all Divine and unqueſtionable, 
whereas- the Deductions made from 
Scrip- 


x 


| 
| 
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Scripture by men are many times Un- 
couth, and Irrational, and at the beſt 
but Fallible, The good Doctrine con» 
tained in the Word Read, 1s Grave, 
Solid, Cloſe, Intelligible , delivered 
with plain and unaffeted Simplicity, 
whereas the Diſcourſes 'of men from 
the Scripture are ofren Looſe, Slight, 
Impertinent , Obſcure , and Unprofit: 
* able, and havean Alloy of hamane In- 

 firmity, and vain AﬀeRQation mixed 
'with them, which abates from 'their 
Price, and 'detracts from their Ufefal- 
neſs. 

' And as our Church hath the Scrip- 
tures always read asa part of 1ts Service, 
ſo we have thoſe portions of them which 
make known the Material and confider- 
able Divine Truths ; nor can any part 
of them-be better accommodated to 
Divine Worſhip, that conſiſts chiefly 
In Prayer and Thankſgiving, then the 

Book of Pſalms that is furniſhed for all 
occaſions of thoſe Daries, and as it was 
a great part of the Jewiſh Licurgy, and 

Vocal 
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Vocal Service of the Temple, ſo ſome 
of it is conſtantly a part of our Ser- 
VICE, 

And that this Book contains the 
Flowers of all things proficable in other 
Books, and that che Ancients uſed to 
magnifie it with great Commendations, 
Mr. Hooker in the 5th. Book of his Zc- 
cleſ, Polit, aſſerts : © VVhere he ſays of 
«ir himſelf, VVhat is there neceſlary 
<« for man to know which-the P/alws are 
© not able to teach? They are to be» 
« 9igners an eafie and familiar Introdu- 
« ion, - a mighty Augmentation of all 
«Virtue and Knowledg in ſuch as are 
*<entred before , a ſtrong Confirmati- 
$ on to the moſt perie&tz amongſt 9- 
© ther things they teach Heroical Mag- 
© aanimity , Exquiſite Juſtice , grave 
& Moderation, exa& V Viſdom,uateign- 
© ed Repentance, nawearied Patience, 
*the Myſteries of God, the Sufferings 
« of Chriſt, the Terrors of VVrath, 
© the Comforts of Grace, the works 


* of Providence over this V Vorld, and 
p «x 2 
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& the promiſed; Joys of the world to 
«come; all good neceffary to be' eicher 
& known, done, or had, this one Cee» 
* leftial Fountain yieldeth, So he; and 
«905 08, That there is no Grief or 
« Diſeaſe-incident to the ſoul, for which 
« there is-not in this Treaſure-houſe a 
© preſent comfortable Remedy at all 
© rimes tObe had, 

Sinice- therefore the Service of our 
Church hath always the V Vord of Got 
read,” it is not to be ſlighted and forſa- 
ken by them that profeſs Chtriftianity, 
as if it-were-unworthy of their #cren- 
dance. fo 

3. There is in the Service of our 
Chutch-continually' uſed the publick 
Confeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, and 
thereby an owning the ſum of che Goſ- 
pd, and the' Rehearſal of this;- and 
thereby taking it upon our ſelyes, is 8 
Remetbtingand Renewing of our 
tiſmal Vow, and fince the Creed-is (as 
it was Gall'd-of old) Sacramentum Mili- 
tare Chriſtianorum, the Reciting it is a5 

[44 
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ie were a Liſting our ſelves under-Chrift 
an ingeging our {elves to, and entring 
into/Covenanr with God , and -if (© it 
being'a kind of ſacred Vow, it isa piece 
of Religious worſhip, as every Vow 
mate to 'God is, :1umplying an Invocatt- 
onof God to tjudge according to the 
"*Eruth or Falſhood of what we promiſe, 

Our ſtanding uv with ſo much- Cere- 
mony whea the Creed is read,-is an aſ- 
Netting of ir, and obliging our ſelves to 
it,1ih the Preſence of Almighty-God. 

::'T he Creed by the Ancieats, is call'd 
Chriftiavi Dogmaits Sacramentum,. 2s by 
St. Hierom, St, Auguſt, and others: 
-VVhich make -it; appear, that chey 
thought it! a kind: of Promiſlory Oath; 
and it 'ſo, !it.is truly 2 piece of Religious 
wanhip. i415 4. QEFe) 428 O96 

The profeſſion. of Faith, and own- 
40g the 'fum of the Goſpel ; i5- in one 
ſenfe Preaching ; the Goſpel; for ir is | 
Annunciatis Eyangilii, Knyioery |is Alta 


wite Pronungtare, VV hat'do-they loſe + + 


that:publickl ymake conſcſſion,in which 
4 the 
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the Miniſter leading the-way, and the 
People joyning either Tarztely, by rifing | 


|, Up at the Creed, or Yiva voce, repeat- 


ing- it every one after him 4 methinks; 
ſeems to bea conſenting to the DoGtrine 
and F1ith of the Goſpel, The Betief 
in Goe there expreſſed, ſeems tomero 
imply the belief of all knownDivine ve- 


_ rities and Revelations,and of 'all that we 


have reaſon to think co be his will, and 
conſequently includes the beliet of the 
Scriptures,and whatever is there taughe 
or commanded, and alſo'Faith'in' Jeſus 
Chriſt there proteſt, owning him as our 
Lord, may be faid to- involve in it the 
beliet of the whole Doctrine of the Gol 

pel, and what ever is there enjoyned, 
This Confeſſion of Faith is the great- 
eſt Honour to God, a ſetting our ſeal ro 
Gods Truth, - and acknowledging: him 
as Our Creator, Lord and Governour, 
upon whom - we wholly depend , and 
from whom we expe all the good we 
need, either for this Life or that which 
is rocome; and being a taking of that 
Faith 
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Faich upon our ſelves, ir lays an engage- 
menc upon us tor Univerſal Obedience, 
then which nothing can be more for the 

of God. Nortisita thing ridi- | 
cnlous to uſe the Creed in our Devoti- 
ons (as ſome would make the world 
believe) or making ic a Prayer : Bur 
fince without Faith we cannot pleaſe 
God, nor approach his Throne of Grace ' 
with ſo much confidence and hope of 
acceptance 3 the Recitation of the 
Creed being a kind of ſolemn Engage- 
meat of our ſelves to God,is no way im- 
penitent, burvery much becoming the 
Service of God, and our addreſſes thar 
we make to him by Prayer, 

W hat eſteem the Ancient Church 
had of the Creed, appears by their re- 
quiring all Infants to be taught ir, and 
of all admitted to Baptiſm, and of their 
Catechwmeni, and ot all ſtrangers re- 
ceiy'd into their Communion, A pro- 
icon of it as judging it no doubt ro be 
an owning of Chriſtianity, which makes 
81. Aug, in his Book De fide & __ 

ay 


| 


| 


' ſnbjngemur Deo, ſubjugati refFe viva, 
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ſay of it, Hee e# fides que paus's verbis 
renenda movellis (briſtianis datur. Due 


panca verba fidelibus nota ſunt ut credends 


rette revendo cr mundext, corde munds 
quod credunt intelligant, This is the 
Faith which in a few words, is deliver- 
ed to be held by all acwly Inttiated 
Chriſtians,which few words are known 
to thoſe that believe, that believing 
they may ſubmit themſelves to God, 
ſubmitting themſelves they may live as 
they ought, living as they ought they 
may cleanſe their hearts, cleanfi 
their hearts they may the better under= 
ſtand what they profeſs to believe, 

And this Creed was a S;mbole or 
Note, to diſtinguiſh Chriſtians from 
Infidels. Therefore a publick profeſ- 
ſion of our Union in this Faith, is not 
to be lookt upon as an inconſ{iderable 
part of Gods Service. 

4, Weare to conlider, that inthe 
Service of our Church where a Sermon 
is not, Catechiziog is enjoyned, which 

is 
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is the bc and moſt uſeful Preaching, 
being an InftruRion in the ſum of Chri- 
Rianity , 'and what is neceſſary to be 


known, and believed to Salvation ; 'and | 


when this is pertormed as it ought to | 
be, VWhat more can be required ? 
Wichourt this all other Sermons are bur 

ty ſounds, which affe& rather the | 
Senſes, then the Underſtandings of 


men; they are running diviſions upon | * 


Religion co them that have not yer per- 
ceived the grounds. Thoſe pleaſing 
Varieties and Flouriſhes in Pulpit Has 
rangues,. till a good founaation be laid 
by Catechizing, may delight, but not 
inform, 

"> Whar elſe is Preaching the Goſpel, 
buc acquainting People wich what they 
arero know and believe ro Salvation : 
And what doth this better then Cate- 
chizing, which in a familiar way, and 
with particular DireRion and Aoplica- 
-tion co thoſe that are Taught, leads . 
'tnem into the knowledg of the Goſ- 


Pel. 


Net- 
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- Neither is this tobe accounted only 
Meat for Babes, for what ever higher 
Attainmentsothers may boaſt of, they 
2re vainly put up ; for this is only what 
they ought to know, 

Neither may grown Perſons flight 
this kind of teaching ſince by it they 
may be inlightned in what they are Ig- 
norant, . or put ih mind of what they 
haye forgotten, 

Without this Catechizing, how can 
young ones be prepared for Confirma- 
tion, , which is their ſolemn owning the 
Chriſtian Faith, and which being done, 
Is one good means to ſtop the clamours 
of the Anabap iſts, for though we 
Baptize Infants upon other accounts, 
yer 1t cannot but ſcem a little more rea- 
ſonable even to them, that we admit 
them by Sureties, who profeſſing Chri- 
ſtianity themſelves, give the Church 
ſecurity for their Education in the 
Chriſtian Faith, cill chey come of Age 
totake it upon themſelves ; and then 
they do'it and make it as mnch their 

E own 
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 qwn Profcflion, as they dowho are not 
Baptized, cill they make it, 

But by Catechizing, we are not to 
underſtand long: and Elaborate Di(- 
courſes upon thoſe Heads ot Divinity 
that may be expreſly delivered in the 
Catechiſm, or may be reduced to it, 
for that may more Perplex then In- 
firutthe Hearers, What ever is ſaid 
therefore ſhould be ſhort and plain, and 
in ſuch a way that thoſe that ate toſearn 
may bear a conſiderable part in theit 
Anſwers. And this is. the way which 
Maſters of other Sciences uſe to convey 
the Knowledg of what they Teach. 
And indeed men moſt truly know-only 
what they remember, and being ask- 
ed, can give an account of, by which 
it beſt appears what they underſtand, 

And if this were only the reaching of 
matters to be knowninReligiongby ma- 
rerial and pertineht Queſtions 4nd An- 
ſwers, theskill of menin the Myſteries 


of the Goſpel would be much more 
then it 13, 


Ser- 
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Sermons and Pdlpit Diſcotirſes" pats 
away often times without eſjthet bing 
underſtood or tegarded, whereas _ 
people Learn by this w: / of Gatecht- 
Zing, is with'10 patticujar gppliedtion 
toihem, that rhdy: cannot {6 esſily d- 
void if, 

And if Preaching in the {eſs thr 
ſome undetſiind the Wotd; were the 
beſt way of InſtroRing the People.th<h 
ro ſpend one part vf' rhe'dsy m Enanit- 
nihs the Heres; arid ſos how they RE- 
member; and utiderſtahd- what they 
were taught in theorhet, if whit i$ de- 
livered to therh - be conſiderable afid 
arorth their knowledge, will be moſt for 
their profit: Eiſe they being. always 
devouring,but neve; well digeſting will 
not be nouriſhed, and they thay be ever 
Learning bur never comic to the- khoW- 
ledg of the Truth. 

But our Church hath raleet 2 better 
courſe, and enjoyn'd Catetchizing;' the 
moft probable way of Infuficg into men 


the Auditory,folid and fubſtantial know - 
© 3 leg, 
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ledg; : But before I conclude , ſome- 
thing muſt be ſaid to prevent miſtake, 
and: an{lwer ObjeRions that ate very 
obvious. | 

1. Then I would not have my de- 
figa ſo much miſconftrued, is, if I in- 
tended to decry Preaching, or make ir 
-wholly uſeleſs, for the contrary I have 
profeſſed at the beginning, where I ap- 
plaud 'the Conſtitution of our Church, 
which for one part of the days of our 
moſt ſolemn Worſhip enjoyns it. Far 
be it from me to-vilifie that excellenr 
Gift which God: hath beſtowed upon 
men to Interpret, and apply the Scrip- 
cure-for the Edification of his Church y 
or toſſuppole it given to no:purpoſe, or 
that ic-ſhould be hke the negligent Ser- 
vants Talent, un-implied for the Ho- 
nour of our greet Maſter, and the good 
of others, 

- Preaching in thoſe that ate $skilful to 
divide the Word aright, affords every 
one his portion of Inſtruction, Admo- 
nition , Reproof , Conſolation , &'c. 

It 
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Ic finds out thoſe profitableTruths, that 
though they may ie plain in the Scrip-/ 
cures, yet through the careleſsne(s of 
men may not be obſerved ; it isa great 
help to the infirmities of thoſe ;"that 
for want of Leaſure and many Incum-+ 
brances, do not ſearch into,qor find our 
the-* abundance 'of "Divine Knowledg 
contained in the rich Treachery of Gods 
Word, it puts men in mind of what 
they are too apt to forget, anddraws 
=_ conſequences from whit "they 

now and believe it inflames-the affe- 
&ions of men, whichare ready togrow 
cool' in their zeal co: God, © and rhe 
things of Heaven,- Imightenlargein 


' the praiſe of this Ordinance of *God, 


and that very freely ffom rhe juſt eſteem 
I haveof ic. Bur I hope it is needleſs, 


fince I fincerely declare that I only have 


endeavoured to take off contempt from 
other parts of 'Divine Service,-and to 
ſhew the errour of them that maganifie 


'Preaching at ſuch a rate, as if no other 
Service deferyed their attendance. 


Kh There 
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Fhgr arg likewile hag ObjeRions 
very 0xdnary, that mpſt be larisfieg. - ay 


Obie. 2. Thr fe they ran Bead the 
Praytts , 4nd the "ht of the Service' 4 
H "Oh. : 


wo har weratfamble. in Poblick 
for thoſs Perfqr mfnges; makes th 8 du- 
ty more. ſalgmn agd morg; worthy of 
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the authority of a Perſpn pps 
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for that purpoſe, make it ſtill more 
Decorous and for the Honour of God x 
all which are wanfiog, or 'not ſo well 


performed in Private and Domeſtick 
Meetings, 


Objea. 2. The Service of the Church 
may be performed, and a Sermon joyned, 


To which I agfwer ſeveral things. 


1, It-Catechizing be, as I have ſaid, 
the beſt ſort of Preaching, a Sermon 
ought not to jaſtle this.6ur, or'cauſeir 
to be {lightly and perfun&orily paſſed 
over; and it that be done as it ought, 
it is ſufficiegt, unleſs we would have 
the Service too longand tedious. 


2, If a Sermon be made always ne- 
ceſtary, 'then'the Worſhip of God is 
counted Lame z and-this being requi- 
red, will nouriſh up the people in their 
ſuperſtitious conceits of Sermons , and 
in a contempt of the Litargys+ as if 3c 

E 4 were 
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were no true Service of God, 


3. : If Pulpit Diſcourſes were not ſo 
frequent, people would be more affe. 
Red with them, more attentive to 
them, are conſequently more benefited 
by them, 


4. The NEFF 7 too 
great a: burthen of this work were not 
ExaQted from them) mighe have more 
time to improvein Learning; and make 
their Diſcourſes more weighty arid con- 
fiderable; they might make their 
Nets more ſtrong and ſubſtaarial, and 
throw them ouc with more Dexterity, 
do:more good, and feed their Flocks 
with knowledg and underſtanding ; 
they might wipe off a great many Im- 
pertinencies, and not weave ſo many 
:Cobwebs, not bearout their Diſcourſes 
ſothin to equalize'the time appointed 
for them z to all which they: are' often 
conſtrained *by the coo quick Returns 
of na | 
y 5. Why 
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5, Why ſhould that be always ex- 
peed, which is no neceſſary part of 
Gods Worſhip, for which the ſtrength 
of all men isnort ſufficient ; unleſsir. be 
defired that the conceit of ſome peo»: 
ple ſhould be gratified, who'think they 
have 'purchaſed the ' Preachers Lungs, 
and that heis ro ſpend them upon them, 
and to exhauſt his Strength and Spirits 
in ſpeaking, if it were only to- give 
them the ſatisfaRion 'that he's not-paid 
his yearly Maintenance for nothing, and- 
rigidly-demand an afternoon Sermon,” 
though many times it ſerves only like 
a fit of Muſick to 'Lull them aſleep af- 
ter their Dinner, IT know nor, 1 ſay, 
why ſuch pains (which to ſome men is 
not tollerable) ſhould be required un- 
leſs we wiſh for the waſting and ſweal- 
ing 'out the Lights of the Church, 
which might longer give Light to the 
World, were they not conſumed by 
over much, and uaneceflary labour, 


6. 1 
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6. I think it were beſt that all men 
ſhould be kept to an obſervance of the 
Laws, and not ſwerve from the Dire- 
Qions of Auchority z for by the ſame 
reaſon they may Innovate in the Wor- 
ſhip of God (for ought I know) as 
well as Preach withoyt order. How- 
ever if this be left to Liberty, ſome do- 
Ke others not, this will raiſe a Di- 
viſion amongſt us, and an Odiam will 
be contracted by thoſe that omic ic, 
and it will beget an Alienation of che 
Hearts of the People from them, as if 
they were not true Labourers, but Loi- 
terers in Gods Harveſt, 


7, That I may not ſeem to plead for 
Idleneſs , I would haye ic conſidered : 
That if the work our Church appoints 
for Miniſters, be as it ought cobeper- 
formed, there will be no place for 
Slathfulneſs, Befidesz the whole of 
the Miniſters work is not in the Pulpic, 
Prayers, Adminiſtration of Sacraments, 
Oc, are a great part of it: He isto be 

a 
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| a Spiritual Guide to the,Souls of his 

People, if they did therefore repair to 

| him or Adviceand Direfipos,: as 
Condition required 4 as; they: wop! 

| find him Employment. enough, gad 

| ſuch as no good man. world refuſe fo 


| they might more advantaget cmlelves, 
' then byall his Sermons, . 
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